
                                                       West Cambridge Community Group 
11th May 2015 

  

DRAFT 

For 
Con

su
lta

tio
n



Agenda 

1. Land Uses & Distribution 

2. Facilities & Open Space 

3. Approach to Planning Application 

4. Discussion 
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1:  Optimise the 
quantum of 
development on 
the site,  
supporting  the 
City and Region 
as a world leader 
in R&D 

  2:  Support the 
commercialisation 
of knowledge 
through 
entrepreneurship 
and collaboration 
with industry 

3:  Create and 
sustain a high 
quality place by 
transforming 
the physical and 
social 
environment for 
site users and 
neighbours 
across the City 

4:  Deliver 
adaptable and 
efficient space to 
support viability 
and long term 
value creation 

5:  Deliver 
sustainable 
development, 
proactively 
investing in the 
quality of place 
and integration 
within the City 

West Cambridge Vision - a strategic opportunity for the City and the University 
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Land Uses & Distribution 

Strategic University need for: 
• Additional quantum of high quality research space 

to maintain global competitiveness 
• Physical science and technology cluster with 

space for innovation and collaboration with 
industry 
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Land Uses & Distribution 

Strategic University need for: 
• Additional quantum of high quality research space to 

maintain global competitiveness 
• Physical science and technology cluster with space 

for innovation and collaboration with industry 
 
Site transformation: 
• A change in approach to access, quality of 

environment and social facilities 
• Additional capacity to provide the University with 

much needed space for growth but also achieve 
critical mass to support public transport & social 
facilities 
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Land Uses & Distribution 

Strategic University need for: 
• Additional quantum of high quality research space to 

maintain global competitiveness 
• Physical science and technology cluster with space 

for innovation and collaboration with industry 
 
Site transformation: 
• A change in approach to access, quality of 

environment and social facilities 
• Additional capacity to provide the University with 

much needed space for growth but also achieve 
critical mass to support public transport & social 
facilities 
 

Proposed land uses: 
•  Academic research space, including shared 

facilities (canteens, lecture rooms etc)  
• Commercial research space 
• Small scale retail / food & drink premises 
• Sports centre expansion 
• Nursery 
• Ancillary uses, including energy centre 
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Approach to Housing  

The future of West Cambridge is focused on 
development of additional research space: 
 
• Priority is to deliver academic and commercial 

research space to meet demand; 
 

• Also need to reserve land to cater for these uses 
over the very long term (50 years plus); 
 

• Site area required to deliver new residential 
community not achievable or appropriate; 
 

• University and market housing needs being met at 
North West Cambridge; 

 
• Strategy for future existing housing being 

developed by the University; 
 

• The new local centre at North West Cambridge will 
provide local services to support the existing 
residences; 

 
• West Cambridge will be far more active in evenings 

than at present with greatly increased number of 
site users 
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Existing Site 
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Delivery of floorspace against 1999 planning consent 

Academic 

Commercial 

Research Inst. 

Sports 

Residential 

39% remaining 

73% remaining 

92% remaining 

40% remaining 

Complete 

Shared Facilities 91% remaining 
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Transformation of the site: new clusters 

From East-West distribution... ...to North-South interaction 
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Integration with NWC and City Centre 
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Illustrative Masterplan 
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Land Use Principle – Academic Led Cluster  
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Land Use Principle – Clusters of Industry Led Research 
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Land Use Principle – Commercialisation of Knowledge 
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Land Use Principle – Integration to Promote Collaboration 

DRAFT 

For 
Con

su
lta

tio
n



Facilities & Open Space 
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Scale of Open Space 

The plans include a commitment to 
deliver over 14 hectares of open space, 
as a minimum 
 
This is over 20 percent of the West 
Cambridge site area (66 ha) 
 
Location and scale of this minimum of 
open space will be fixed through 
‘parameter plans’ 
 
Additional incidental spaces will be 
provided in development plots, as 
required by design guidelines 
 
Open spaces will be attractive, useable, 
flexible,  not dominated by car parking 
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Shared Facilities – Social Spaces 

To help protect your privacy, PowerPoint has blocked automatic download of this picture.
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Key Open Space: East Forum – Academic activity node 
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East Forum Precedent  
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Key Open Space: West Forum – Commercial activity node  

DRAFT 

For 
Con

su
lta

tio
n



West Forum Precedents 
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Key Open Space: Coton Footpath 

UPDATE 

DRAFT 

For 
Con

su
lta

tio
n



Key Open Space: Central Gardens 
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Approach to Planning Application 
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Planning Application Programme 

2014 2015 2016 

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Stage 1a 

Technical Studies 

Stage 1b 

Site Wide Masterplan Development  / Consultation 

Confirmation of Scheme fix for planning 

Local Plan Examination in Public  

Stage 2 

Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping 

Outline Planning Application preparation 

Outline Planning Application submission 

Stage 3 

Planning Determination (formal consultation) 

Planning Decision 
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Approach to Planning Application 

• Single site-wide outline planning application  
– all matters  such as scale of buildings, appearance etc. reserved for later 

determination through reserved matters applications 
– Detailed proposals for means of access to the site from local highways 

 
• Description of development: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Parameter plans to define the ‘envelopes’ for new development 
• Design principles & design guidelines to inform detailed designs 

Development of up to 383,300 m2, comprising: 
• Up to 370,000 m2 of academic, commercial and research institute    
floorspace, of which not more than 170,000 m2 will be commercial floorspace 
• Up to 2,500 m2 nursery 
• Up to 1,000 m2 A1-A5 uses 
• Up to 4,100 m2 for community facilities (sports centre) 
• Up to 5,700 m2 for sui generis uses (energy centre, data centre) 
• Demolition of existing structures 
• Associated infrastructure, pedestrian/cycle routes, highway access, parking, 
drainage, open spaces, earthworks. 
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Development Building Zones 
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Land use 
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Access & Movement  
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Open Space 

DRAFT 

For 
Con

su
lta

tio
n



Building Heights 
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Discussion 
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